
BLACK SPARROW PRESS
FALL-WINTER 2020FALL-WINTER 2020



Black Sparrow Press was founded in 1966 by the legendary John Martin. 
Publishing legends are made when a person has a gift for discovering new and 
major voices and bringing that startling work to readers—decade after decade.

John Martin celebrated his 90th birthday this year, having passed the Black 
Sparrow fl ame to editorial director Joshua Bodwell. 

Josh has revitalized Black Sparrow this year with titles such as Bukowski: 
A Life and Wicked Enchantment: Selected Poems by Wanda Coleman—
while also bringing new authors to the press from Richard Buckner to 
Nina McLaughlin.

In keeping with a tradition of the press, we're even offering some of our new 
titles in signed limited editions. These are only available to you, our customers, 
and not sold in stores

Under the publishing roof of Godine, Black Sparrow will continue to do what 
it has done since the 1960s: bring important voices in poetry and prose to 
adventurous readers who are seeking new perspectives, stories, and words. 
We're striving to continue John Martin’s visionary work.

Happy birthday, John—and welcome back, Black Sparrow.

David Allender
Godine, Publisher I Black Sparrow Press. 

Join our mailing listing by sending us a message at info@godine.com.

Cover photograph of Wanda Coleman by Michael Elderman.

TWO WAYS TO ORDER 
1. Shop online for even more selection and special sales at godine.com

2. Call us at at 1-800-344-4771. 
We’re open Monday through Friday · 9:00 AM –4:30 PM (EST)

Questions? E-mail us at order@godine.com.

OUR GUARANTEE
Every Black Sparrow book is produced with pride and is unconditionally guaranteed. 

You can return any purchase within 30 days, and we will gladly send a refund. 

BLACK SPARROW PRESS IS BACK
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The debut collection 
from the legendary 
singer-songwriter.

For nearly three decades, Richard 
Buckner has been traveling the 
byways of America, often alone 
and with little more than his guitars 
and notebooks. Long admired for 
his impressionistic and elliptical 
lyrics, Buckner has more recently 
found himself pulling off the road to 
furiously write longer, fuller pieces. 
Here is a collection of his story-
like poems gathered by haunting 
the public and private fringes 
of America: fifty studies wrung 
from thin motel walls and passing 

hallway echoes; from exchanges overheard between happy hour and closing time; 
from casually caustic conversations in junker parking lots and hash house booths; and 
from lost opportunities and vague chance meetings—but also from distant narrators 
caught staring off to recall what refuses to be forgotten. He writes in "Slake":

he’d swallowed her youth 
in sips so small she wouldn’t notice 
until it was eventually 
but-remembered on dark afternoons

With titles such as “One More Last One,” “Everyone is driven unknowingly to their 
urges,” and simply “Work,” these are Buckner’s singular reports from a revelatory road. 
Black Sparrow Press is proud to bring Buckner's remarkable debut book to readers.

NEW · 112 PAGES · HARDCOVER · $22.95

LIMITED EDITION, SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE AUTHOR · $42.95

NEW RELEASE
CUTTINGS FROM 
THE TANGLE
Richard Buckner
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A self-made writer from Black Los Angeles 
who triumphed through words that endure.

WANDA COLEMAN

MERCUROCHROME
A National Book Award finalist, this is one of Coleman’s 
most powerful collections. With humor, anger, and 
sorrow, she captures the deeply personal and societal 
forces of a Black working woman and mother, always 
behind in rent, always writing. She captured her world 
and its truths with beauty, harshness, clarity, and power. 
Through it all, there is passionate love and sexuality, humor and drama—her work is 
full of startling confession and breathtaking power. 
276 PAGES · HARDCOVER · $31.95 · SOFTCOVER · $18.95

HAND DANCE
Her father’s fatal illness. The inner life of an urban 
charity hospital. “Unfinished Ghost Stories.” “American 
Sonnets.” “Dreams.” The Nation said of Hand Dance: 
“Coleman’s poems are an act of liberation, meant to be 
experienced as something almost physical, like a punch 
or a whipping…she wants her language to express 
anger, to incite anger, and to shake all those who read 
it out of their complacency.”
280 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $15.95

IMAGOES
Imagoes blends memory with the reality of her present 
through an idiom that oscillates seamlessly between natural 
imagery and the urban edifice of Los Angeles. Booklist 
called it: “Hard, brilliant strokes shot through with street 
music.” The Los Angeles Times wrote, “Wanda Coleman 
is best known for what has often been termed her ‘warrior 
voice’…Coleman’s poet’s voice too can weep elegiac, 
summoning memories of her childhood’s neighborhoods.” 
This is work of acerbic, probing elegance.
200 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $14.95
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The greatest work of the 
people’s poet—a voice for 
justice, anti-racism, and art.

E D I T E D  &  I N T R O D U C E D  B Y  T E R R A N C E  H A Y E S

“REQUIRED READING”

WICKED ENCHANTMENT: 
SELECTED POEMS
edited by Terrance Hayes

Coleman was a beat-up, broke, 
and Black woman who wrote with 
anger, humor, and clarity. Wicked 
Enchantment: Selected Poems is 
a selection of 130 of her poems, 
edited and introduced by Terrance 
Hayes. Rejected by the elites during 
her lifetime, here’s what people are 
saying now:

“Wanda Coleman is not 
just wickedly wise, she is 
transcendent.”—The Washington Post

“Hateful and hilarious, heartbroke and hellbent.”
—Mary Karr, New York Times bestselling author

“One of the greatest poets ever to come out of L.A.”
—The New Yorker

“Her work pushes us to confront injustice with as 
much candor as she did.” —Poetry

“Required Reading”—Bustle

Brutal. Hilarious. Triumphant. Coleman had to write what she 
saw and felt, and she wrote brilliantly. Few if any writers, before or 
since, have had the courage to write with such raw honesty about the 
daily experience of life in this world. 

NEW · 224 PAGES · HARDCOVER · $25.95

LIMITED EDITION, SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY 
EDITOR TERRANCE HAYES · $45.95

CALIFORNIA 
INDEPENDENT 

BOOKSELLER ALLIANCE'S
GOLDEN POPPY
AWARD 2020 
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“Rich with shining interiors and  
tactile relationships, delicate 
human to delicate earth.”

—New York Times Magazine

BRILLIANT POETRY

Susan Barba’s collection of poems resembles 
the spheroid stone of its name; when cracked 
open, a glittering and fascinating crystalline 
structure is revealed but the stony sphere she 
offers us, and the beauty within, is nothing 
less than the earth.

The word “geode” also houses within it 
“ode,” a praise poem. With both anguish and 
exaltation, Barba considers our time within the 

larger scale of deep-time. The species decreasing in number and disappeared and 
the possibility of human extinction haunt this book, while new generations and the 
possibility of renunciation of our old ways animate it. There is wonder here as well. 

Here is the world, Barba reminds us, like a ball, in our hands. Poems include 
“Earthwards,” “Letter from Gaia,” “River,” and “Final Letter of Stone.” geode is for 
anyone who loves poetry’s uniquely precise and enduring power:

Oak, whose girth 
exceeds my reach 
forever I am 
at your feet, 
looking up.

"Through a lens of geography and geology, Barba looks at time, 
and our human efforts—sometimes futile, sometimes hopeful, sometimes 
cruel—to make sense of forces much larger and much older than our selves.” 

—The Boston Globe

NEW · 96 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $17.95

*A LIMITED NUMBER OF SIGNED COPIES WILL SHIP TO THE FIRST 
CUSTOMERS TO ORDER.

NEW 
ENGLAND 

BOOK AWARD 
FINALIST

geode
Susan Barba
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Nina McLaughlin captures the 
essence of summer in this brilliant, 
beautiful, sensuous essay.

BRILLIANT POETRY BRILLIANT NONFICTION

Summer is fireflies and sparklers. Fat red 
tomatoes sliced thin and salted. Lemonade 
and long dreamy days. The treasures of the 
season are gone much too soon — but they’re 
captured here for you to find any time of year.

Experience the most evocative tribute to 
the meaning of the season, a season whose 
magical feeling stays with us even in winter. 
Where does that feeling come from? What 
is summer made of? The smell of cut grass 
behind the gasoline of a lawnmower. A crown 

you’ve made of flowers. Blackberry bush prickers. First hot dog off the grill. Stargazing 
and sleeping with the windows open. This essay brims with a searching honesty 
and insight about what this season has meant in our pasts and what it might mean 
in our lives ahead.

If summer is the season of your life, if the months between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day hold your favorite memories, you’ll love Summer Solstice:

Release yourself into the sky and feel, for a moment: there's time. 
The faded smell of grill smoke and sunscreen in the air. The buttery 
spread of stars in the air. The oak leaves touching oak leaves on 
branches in the air.

“For those who cannot safely venture from their homes this season, 
MacLaughlin’s book can be that breath of fresh air, the nostalgic call back 
to better days, and the hope for a future when we can safely gather again 
under open sky...Summer Solstice is a brief reverie, short and sweet like 
the fleeting days it describes.” —Green Mountain Review

NEW · 72 PAGES · SOFTCOVER WITH FLAPS · $12.95

*A LIMITED NUMBER OF SIGNED COPIES WILL SHIP TO THE FIRST 
CUSTOMERS TO ORDER.

SUMMER SOLSTICE 
Nina MacLaughlin
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BLACK SPARROW CLASSICS
SO LONG: STORIES: 1987–1992  Lucia Berlin  

In 1990, Black Sparrow Press published Lucia Berlin’s first 
full-length collection of stories, then remained her publisher 
until her passing in 2004. Each story delivers a poignant 
moment that lingers in the mind, not resolved, not decoded, 
but resonating, as questions of the human condition always 
do, in the heart of the reader.
214 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $15.95

INTERIOR DESIGNS  Sherril Jaffe  

In a series of short interlinked prose vignettes, Sherril 
Jaffe explores the multiple meanings of “home”: an inner 
space, spiritual extension of ourselves; a place of shelter 
and protection from an impermanent world; a potential 
storehouse of profound affective memories.
242 PAGES · HARDCOVER · $26.95

SOFTCOVER · $15.95

WILL SHE UNDERSTAND?  Fielding Dawson

In these thirty-two new stories, Dawson confirms and 
extends his mastery of a form he helped invent: the 
projectivist tale, in which a heightened sensitivity of 
attention registers in hair’s-breadth detail not just physical 
realities but emotional events occurring in transformational, 
dreamlike, intuitional dimensions.
160 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $13.95

LIKE REAL PEOPLE  Tom Clark  

A voyage into memoir, first in poetry, then in straightforward, 
unadorned prose. The book opens with a series of unrhymed 
sonnets, each a lyrical snapshot from Tom Clark’s boyhood 
on the west side of 1940s Chicago. As the poet grows older, 
snapshots give way to narratives in verse with scenes from 
the life of the husband, father, and the “superannuated boy” 
the poet has become at age fifty.

240 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $15.95
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The life of Charles 
Bukowski—the only  
biography written by 
a close friend and 
collaborator.

BUKOWSKI, A LIFE:  
THE CENTENNIAL 
EDITION
Neeli Cherkovski

THE WRITER’S LIFE

Neeli Cherkovski began a deep 
friendship with Charles Bukowski 
in the 1960s while guzzling 
beer at wrestling matches as 
well as during quieter evenings 
discussing life and literature 
in Bukowski’s East Hollywood 
apartment. Over the decades, 
those hundreds of conversations 
took shape as this biography—
now with a new preface, “This 
Thing Upon Me Is Not Death: 

Reflections on the Centennial of Charles Bukowski.”

Bukowski—the author of Ham on Rye, Post Office, and other bestselling novels, short 
stories, and poetry collections—only ever wanted to be a writer. Bukowski’s voice is so 
real and immediate that his legions of readers have long felt that they too have been 
included in an intimate conversation with this one-of-a-kind author. Cherkovski writes:

“In his written work, he’s a hero, a fall guy, a comic character, a womanizing 
lush, a wise old dog. His readers do more than glimpse his many-sidedness. 
For some, it’s a deep experience. They feel as if his writing opens places 
inside of themselves they might never have seen otherwise. Often a reader 
comes away feeling heroic, because the poet has shown them that their 
ordinary lives are imbued with drama.”

NEW · 376 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $18.95

LIMITED EDITION HARDCOVER, SIGNED AND NUMBERED  
BY THE AUTHOR · $38.95
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BLACK SPARROW POETS
METROPOLITAN TANG  Linda Bamber

Whether she is examining the breakup of her marriage or 
watching bulls in a field, Bamber is all eyes and ears; then her 
sharp and curious mind gets to work, turning over images and 
ideas until she finds their proper relations, making meaning 
or, if nothing else, a good joke out of a bad situation. 
112 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $17.95

COLLECTED POEMS  Naomi Replansky

New and collected work of a lifetime by a writer hailed as one 
of the most brilliant American poets. These poems, which 
Marie Ponsot calls “sixty years of a free woman’s song,” are 
Replansky’s hymns to the struggle for justice and equality 
and to the enduring beauty of life in our dangerous world.
176 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $17.95

TESTIMONY  Charles Reznikoff

Taking as its raw material the voices of witnesses, victims, 
and perpetrators discovered by the author in criminal court 
transcripts, Reznikoff’s book sets forth a stark panorama of 
late 19th- and early 20th-century America—the underside of 
the Gilded Age, beset by racism and casual violence, poverty 
and disease—in a radically stripped-down language. 
608 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $24.95

MY DEVOTION  Clayton Eshleman  

A masterly set of variations on Eshleman’s signature 
themes: the origins of consciousness as traced in Upper 
Paleolithic cave art (“Ah, the early imaginal chewing, 
breaking / down worlds, extracting their fusional juices”) 
and the collective early-human consciousness that 
underlies all our thoughts (“I disappeared,” says a 
90,000-year-old hominid skull, addressing the reader— 
”I disappeared into you”). 
126 PAGES· SOFTCOVER · $16.95
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THE BUTCHER’S APRON:  
NEW & SELECTED POEMS  Diane Wakoski

“All the poems in this collection,” Wakoski writes, “describe 
the ongoing process of discovering beauty and acquiring 
an aesthetic sensibility via food”––seeing and savoring 
it, cooking and sharing it, reaching out to all creation and 
drawing it in, devouring it, lapping it up, literally becoming 
one with it.
260 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $17.95

LAPIS  Robert Kelly

Lapis, the philosopher’s stone, is the legendary substance 
that alchemists use to turn base metals into gold. Robert 
Kelly’s 50-year pursuit of its poetic equivalent—the words 
that transform the common things of life into art—yields the 
127 new texts collected here. Kelly is the diarist as dreamer, 
and the dreamer as alchemist.
224 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $18.95

ANOTHER WOMAN WHO  
LOOKS LIKE ME  Lyn Lifshin

Her themes are the classic themes of lyric poetry—the 
innocence of childhood, the ecstasy of sex, the mystery 
of death. Lifshin can make something memorable out of a 
handful of even the most familiar English words—mother, 
daughter, wind, moon, lover, horses, roses. Something 
memorable, something fresh and entirely her own.
288 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $18.95

1968: A HISTORY IN VERSE  Edward Sanders

“… this is the ’68 / whose pulses still surge / in my psyche,” 
writes author Edward Sanders. What he’s done with 
that surge is to fashion it into an epic poem. Sanders is 
distinguished among the poets of his generation by his 
engagement with history, including its missed chances, 
wrong turns, broken hearts. 
262 PAGES · SOFTCOVER · $17.95

BLACK SPARROW POETS
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